JOHN REDWOOD (editor), European science in the seventeenth century, Newton Abbot, David & Charles, 1977, 8vo, pp. 208, illus., £6.50 . The author's purpose is to illustrate by readings ". . . of literature telling men how to think scientifically and recording the thoughts of those who had tried patent methods... ." (p.10). The anthology is intended for the student and lay reader and it has four sections: 'Aims and methods' of selected men of letters and philosophers; 'Enterprise and achievement' of contemporary natural philosophers; 'Journals and scientific institutions' of the late seventeenth century; 'Instruments and men', dealing with the microscope. It is intended to display the diversity of seventeenth-century intellectual endeavour and achievement, the inter-relationships of disciplines, and a common bond that united them.
However, despite the fact that the word "European" occurs in the book's title, no less than twenty-two of the thirty authors selected are British. This can be due either to Britain's overwhelming importance in seventeenth-century science, or to the fact that an author writing in English is easier to include than one employing a foreign language.
In the case of the section on 'Anatomy and medicine ' (pp. 103-127 ) the selections are unrepresentative: Harvey and Malpighi yes, but why Gassendi and Digby at the 227
